
A
graw

al A
ssociation of A

m
erica

A
graw

al S
am

achar P
atrika

V
olum

e 10  •  Issue 1  •  S
pring 2007

B
oard of D

irectors
A

nil &
 M

ukta A
ggarw

al
A

shok &
 P

rabha G
arg

B
harat &

 U
m

a A
ggarw

al
D

evi &
 S

aroj R
ungta

D
urga &

 S
ushila A

graw
a

l
G

ovind &
 R

enu A
graw

al
H

ari &
 A

njali A
graw

al
M

urari &
 V

idya A
graw

al
N

aresh &
 M

adhu M
ittal

Tarsem
 &

 R
aj A

ggarw
al

V
ed &

 S
antosh A

ggarw
al

E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee
A

kash &
 M

ala G
upta

D
ipak &

 S
w

eta A
garw

alla
G

opal &
 P

ooja A
garw

al
M

anish &
 M

anju R
ungta

M
anoj &

 V
eenu A

garw
al

R
akesh &

 S
honali A

graw
al

A
garw

al A
ssociation 

A
m

erica holds D
iw

ali M
ela

H
oli P

icnic
Lots of fun, food, gam

es,
and prizes for all ages
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M
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otect your D
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a and It w
ill protect you)
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B
irthdays and N

ew
 B

irths
P

le
a

se
 in

fo
rm

 u
s o

f b
irth

d
a

ys a
n

d
 n

e
w

 b
o

rn
s in

 o
u

r
co

m
m

u
n

ity, w
e

 w
o

u
ld

 like
 to

 in
clu

d
e

 in
 th

is n
e

w
sle

tte
r

.

W
eddings &

 A
nniversaries

P
lease m

ail, fax or em
ail info regarding 

W
eddig,

A
nniversaries and new

 w
eddings in your fam

ily
.

w
w

w
.agraw

al.org

A
A

A
 C

reated the N
ew

 York/
N

ew
 Jersey C

hapter in
D

ecem
ber 2006…

..
D

etails inside

Internship O
pportunities

S
u

m
m

e
r 2

0
0

7

T
his section provides the inform

ation regarding
upcom

ing internship opportunities for our young
graduates. The interested candidates can go to the
w

ebsites directly (provided below
) and apply

.
P

lease contact 
A

A
A

 if you have any question.

·
P

iping T
echnology Internship

http://w
w

w.pipingtech.com
/.

C
ontact for inform

ation:
daw

n@
m

ail.pipingtech.com

·
W

hite H
ouse Internship P

rogram
http://w

w
w.w

hitehouse.gov/governm
ent/

w
h-intern.htm

l

·
M

D
 A

nderson Internship P
rogram

http://w
w

w.m
danderson.org/

A
g

ra
w

a
l A

sso
cia

tio
n

 o
f A

m
e

rica
(A

A
A

) o
rg

a
n

ize
d

 th
e

 “D
iw

a
li M

e
la

” a
t

th
e

 S
h

ri R
a

d
h

a
 K

rish
n

a
 T

e
m

p
le

 a
t

11
6

2
5

 B
e

e
ch

n
u

t S
tre

e
t, H

o
u

sto
n

 o
n

O
cto

b
e

r 2
8

. It w
a

s a
 su

cce
ssfu

l e
ve

n
t

w
ith

 ju
st o

ve
r 2

5
0

 p
e

o
p

le
 in
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tte

n
d

a
n

ce
in

clu
d

in
g

 4
 fa

m
ilie

s fro
m
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e

w
 Je

rse
y,

a
n

d
 co

u
p

le
 o

f fa
m

ilie
s fro

m
 M

ississip
i

a
n

d
 

 
V

a
n

c
o

u
v

e
r, 

C
a

n
a

d
a

. 
T

h
e

o
rg

a
n

izin
g

 co
m

m
itte

e
 a

n
d

 vo
lu

n
te

e
rs

p
la

n
n

e
d

 fo
r 2

 m
o

n
th

s to
 sta

g
e

 th
is

e
ve

n
t, a

n
d

 th
e

ir h
a

rd
 w

o
rk p

a
id

 o
ff!

T
he attractions of this event included

gam
es like M

usical C
hair for adults and

k
id

s
, s

h
o

o
tin

g
 th

e
 b

a
s

k
e

tb
a

ll a
n

d
football, dart gam

e, pie eating contest,
face painting, m

oonw
alk and craw

l ball,
rings on the bottle. T

here w
ere gam

es
for all age groups and everyone had a
b

la
st. P

e
o

p
le

 e
n

jo
ye

d
 H

a
n

ste
 C

h
e

h
re

b
o

o
th

 th
a

t w
a

s m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 b

y R
a

ke
sh

A
graw

al. A
ll the m

em
bers had a chance

to get a funny picture of them
self and

about 150 pictures w
ere taken.

T
here w

ere 7 m
outhw

atering food
sta

lls fro
m

 d
iffe

re
n

t va
rie

tie
s su

ch
 a

s
N

o
rth

 In
d

ia
n

, S
o

u
th

 In
d

ia
n

, M
e

xica
n

,

C
hinese and C

hatpati C
haat. A

fter the
A

rti Last but not the least  3 door prizes
w

ere given and the first one w
as a 30

G
B

  IP
O

D
! T

he IP
O

D
 w

as w
on by M

r.
R

a
je

n
d

ra
 A

g
ra

w
a

l. E
ve

ryo
n

e
 p

u
t in

 a
co

n
ce

rte
d

 e
ffo

rt to
 b

rin
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
is

fortuitous event.

A
A

A
 w

as pleased by the success
o

f th
e

 e
v

e
n

t. T
h

e
 e

v
e

n
t g

a
v

e
 a

n
opportunity to fellow

 A
graw

al fam
ilies in

the region to m
eet each other and have

a fun filled evening. D
iw

ali M
ela is A

A
A

’s
one of the three annual events, the other
tw

o being P
icnic after H

oli and A
graw

al
Y

outh C
am

p in N
ovem

ber for A
graw

al
kids betw

een the age group of 7 and
1

5
. A

A
A

 o
rg

a
n

ize
s th

e
se

 e
ve

n
ts to

encourage A
graw

als to have a support
group for its m

em
bers and their children

w
h

ile
 m

a
in

ta
in

in
g

 A
g

ra
w

a
l tra

d
itio

n
,

unity and heritage.

K
eep an eye out on their w

ebsite,
w

w
w

.agraw
al.org, as A

A
A

 continues in
its

 
e

ffo
rt 

to
 

su
p

p
o

rt 
th

e
 

A
g

ra
w

a
l

com
m

unity.
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u
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P
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S
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S
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u
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S
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p
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V
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n
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u
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a
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u
p
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F

e
b
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a
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Y

a
sh

 A
g

a
rw

a
l

Ja
n

u
a

ry 3
0

If only the tim
e m

achine could take
us back w

hen w
e had the tim

e of our
lives…

 Y
ou guessed it right! T

hat tim
e

w
as the A

A
A

 Youth C
am

p 2006.

T
h

is w
a

s th
e

 first tim
e

 I w
a

s
in

vo
lve

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 ca

m
p

 a
n

d
 a

fte
r

hearing about it from
 everyone, I w

aited
a

n
xio

u
sly fo

r th
o

se
 fe

w
 d

a
ys o

f
unlim

ited fun and know
ledge to arrive.

F
in

a
lly, N

o
ve

m
b

e
r 3

rd ca
m

e
 a

ro
u

n
d

,
and it all began.

Tw
o stretch excursion lim

ousines
a

rrive
d

 ca
rryin

g
 o

u
r p

rin
ce

s a
n

d
p

rin
ce

sse
s. T

h
e

 n
ig

h
t b

e
g

a
n

 w
ith

se
ve

ra
l ice

 b
re

a
ke

rs fo
llo

w
e

d
 b

y
b

re
a

kin
g

 u
p

 in
to

 th
re

e
 te

a
m

s: R
e

d
,

B
lue, and G

reen. T
he battle betw

een
the team

s started w
ith the fam

ous loved
gam

e of P
ictionary. K

ids w
ere jum

ping
w

ith
 ch

e
e

rs a
n

d
 h

o
o

tin
g

 a
ll a

ro
u

n
d

w
hile their team

 drew
 to w

in the battle.

S
eeing the excitem

ent, I couldn’t w
ait

for the m
orning!

T
he sun greeted us 6:30am

 w
ith

D
r. P

rachi G
arodia, D

r. A
untie, leading

u
s th

ro
u

g
h

 d
iffe

re
n

t Y
o

g
a

 p
o

stu
re

s.
A

fter breakfast, the older kids w
ent w

ith
som

e counselors for challenge course
w

here kids w
ere paired up to do daring

and exciting exercises 25-30 ft in the
air such as w

alking on a tightrope, or
clim

bing up logs follow
ed by som

e rock
clim

bing. M
eanw

hile, the younger kids
w

e
re

 w
ith

 o
th

e
r co

u
n

se
lo

rs p
la

yin
g

kickball and other various gam
es.

L
u

n
ch

 
w

a
s 

p
re

p
a

re
d

 
b

y 
th

e
co

u
n

se
lo

rs w
ith

 a
ll th

e
 in

g
re

d
ie

n
ts

delivered from
 S

ubw
ay. T

hen, w
e learnt

a
b

o
u

t M
a

h
a

ra
j A

g
ra

se
n

, h
is fa

m
o

u
s

‘one brick one rupee policy’, and som
e

of his fam
ous descendants w

ho have
m

ade A
graw

als a proud com
m

unity.

 R
eliving the M

om
ent

D
eepali A

graw
al

W
e are pleased to announce

th
a

t a
 n

e
w

 A
A

A
 C

h
a

p
te

r in
N

e
w

 Je
rse

y/N
e

w
 Y

o
rk a

re
a

h
a

s 
b

e
e

n
 

cre
a

te
d

 
in

D
ecem

ber 2006, and they are
o

rg
a

n
izin

g
 th

e
ir first “H

o
li

M
ilan” on M

arch 24th, 2007.
A

A
A

 congratulates to them
. To

co
n

ta
ct 

th
e

ir 
B

o
a

rd
 

o
f

D
ire

cto
rs 

a
n

d
 

fu
rth

e
r

inform
ation visit their w

e
b

site
:

w
w

w.A
g

ra
w

a
lS

a
m

a
jU

S
A

.o
rg

o
r co

n
ta

ct S
a

n
je

e
v 
A

g
a

rw
a

lla
a

t 7
3

2
-9

9
6

-6
7

1
2

 o
r e

m
a

il h
im

a
t s

a
g

a
rw

a
lla

@
g

m
a

il.c
o

m
.

A
ny one visiting N

ew
 Jersey

during that tim
e is cordially

invited to the function. If you
have friends or relatives in the
N

ew
 Jersey or N

ew
 York area

then please ask them
 to join

the N
J chapter.

S
om

e board m
em

bers of N
J

ch
a

p
te

r o
f A

g
ra

w
a

l S
a

m
a

j
visite

d
 H

o
u

sto
n

 to
 a

tte
n

d
D

iw
a

li fu
n

ctio
n

 h
o

ste
d

 b
y

A
graw

al S
am

aj m
em

bers of
H

o
u

sto
n

. T
h

e
 id

e
a

 w
a

s to
u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

 
a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

a
ctivitie

s 
co

n
d

u
cte

d
 

b
y

H
o

u
sto

n
 a

n
d

 im
p

le
m

e
n

t a
s

m
any of those ideas in N

J.
T

h
e

 
N

J 
m

e
m

b
e

rs 
w

e
re

p
le

a
sa

n
tly su

rp
rise

d
 b

y th
e

h
o

sp
ita

lity e
xte

n
d

e
d

 b
y th

e
H

o
u

sto
n

 
m

e
m

b
e

rs, 
th

e
a

ctivitie
s 

co
n

d
u

cte
d

 
b

y
H

o
u

sto
n

 
a

n
d

 
th

e
 

h
e

lp
e

xte
n

d
e

d
 to

 th
e

 A
g

ra
w

a
l

com
m

unity.

A
t an A

yurvedic Lecture by D
r. P

rachi G
arodia, S

hivani G
upta w

as inspired to
follow

 a true ayurvedic lifestyle.  B
ut w

hen she w
ent to buy all the item

s needed
to do that – a silver tongue cleaner, natural toothpaste, authentic m

assage oil,
silver lota, organic spices, she found that these item

s w
ere not easy to find.

T
hat’s w

hen she decided to start S
am

a W
ellness, a niche com

pany focused on
products related to living the organic, ayurvedic, and green lifestyle.

O
n

ce
 S

h
iva

n
i a

n
d

 A
n

ita
, h

e
r m

o
th

e
r, d

e
cid

e
d

 to
 sta

rt S
a

m
a

, th
e

y started
researching w

ebsites, w
eb developm

ent, and m
aking a site that w

as professional
and user-friendly.  O

nce the w
ebsite w

as m
ade, they started researching organic

products and selecting products for the site.  T
hen they officially launched the

w
ebsite in A

pril of 2006.  S
ince then, they have been w

orking w
ith m

anufacturers
to develop various S

am
a products including a line of high end, luxurious organic

cotton baby clothes.  T
hese baby clothes w

ill start selling in healthy food stores
and baby stores starting in the spring of 2007.

U
nlike conventional cotton w

hich is one of the m
ost heavily sprayed industries

in the w
orld, organic fibers (such as organic cotton) are not sprayed w

ith harm
ful

pesticides, fungicides, herbicides and chem
ical fertilizers, w

hich in turn helps
save our w

ater, air and environm
ent as a w

hole. O
rganic m

ethods of agriculture
are inherently better for our bodies, our hom

es, and our planet and for future
generations. B

y raising aw
areness, S

am
a W

ellness
 hopes to serve as an

exam
ple to other businesses, and ultim

ately, help people throughout the w
orld

w
ith both the inform

ation and the tools they need to live a healthy and natural
lifestyle. Y

ou can visit their w
ebsite at w

w
w

.S
am

aW
ellness.com

M
akar S

ankranti
M

ayank A
garw

al

T
he H

indu religion consists of various festivals, w
hich m

any people around
the w

orld celebrate. D
iw

ali, H
oli to nam

e just a few
. M

akar S
ankranti is a festival

overlooked by m
any Indians, but actually in the Indian religion, M

akar S
ankranti

is considered one of the m
ost auspicious day for the H

indus. M
akar S

ankranti is
celebrated in alm

ost all parts of the country in countless cultural form
s, w

ith great
devotion. M

akar S
ankranti is the day w

here people take dips in places like G
anga

R
iver and pray to Lord S

un. M
akar S

ankranti is celebrated every year on January
14th because this festival is based on the solar calendar.

M
akar S

ankranti is celebrated in m
any form

s throughout India. It is celebrated
w

ith pom
p in southern parts of the country, and in P

unjab as Lohri. In N
orth India

people donate khichri and other necessities to the needy people. In parts of G
ujart,

m
any individuals celebrate this festival by flying beautiful kites in the skyline.

P
eople of G

ujart believe that by flying kites in the skyline, they are reaching up to
G

od to bring them
 luck and prosperity.

S
ankranti m

eans to go from
 one place to another place or to change direction.

M
a

ka
r S

a
n

kra
n

ti is th
e

 d
a

y w
h

e
n

 th
e

 S
u

n
 b

e
g

in
s its e

n
try in

to
 th

e
 N

o
rth

H
em

isphere, and thus it signifies an event w
herein the G

ods seem
 to rem

ind their
children that ‘Tam

aso M
a Jyotir G

am
aya’. M

ay you go higher &
 higher - to m

ore &
m

o
re

 lig
h

t a
n

d
 n

e
ve

r to
 d

a
rkn

e
ss. H

in
d

u
s b

e
lie

ve
 th

a
t th

e
 S

u
n

 sta
n

d
s fo

r
P

ratyaksha- B
rahm

an, w
ho sym

bolizes the blessings of one. W
hen H

indus chant
the G

ayatri M
antra, H

indus are chanting to the S
un to bless them

 w
ith intelligence

and w
isdom

. T
he S

un is not only the G
od for the H

indus but also stands for
know

ledge and w
isdom

.

T
hough celebrated differently in m

any different form
s in India, the festival of

M
a

ka
r S

a
n

kra
n

ti h
a

s o
n

e
 m

e
a

n
in

g
, to

 g
e

t clo
se

r to
 G

o
d

 so
 G

o
d

 ca
n

 b
rin

g
know

ledge and w
isdom

 to one. D
ay by day m

any people are starting to understand
the traditions of M

akar S
ankranti, and celebrating this auspicious festival on

January 14th.

S
am

a W
ellness: 

A
 N

iche B
usiness M

odel

A
A

A
 - N

ew
 Y

ork/
N

ew
 Jersey

C
hapter

F
ollow

ing this class, the young ‘tigers’
took over the challenge course w

here
they learnt the m

eaning of team
w

ork
and support w

hile the older ones took
som

e tim
e off. T

hey cam
e back to a

delicious C
hipotle dinner, prepared by

the M
om

s.

A
fter dinner, around the roasting of

m
arshm

allow
s and w

ith bodies covered
w

ith goosebum
ps, w

e w
ere introduced

to
 th

e
 g

h
o

sts o
f th

e
 n

ig
h

t a
s sca

ry
sto

rie
s w

e
re

 n
a

rra
te

d
. D

u
rin

g
 th

e
m

iddle of the night, back in the cabins,
so

m
e

 
h

ig
h

 
sch

o
o

le
rs 

ca
m

e
 

a
n

d
w

rapped a few
 counselors to their bed

w
ith plastic w

rap! T
he next m

orning,
one of the counselors had a prank just
in hand. T

he high schoolers w
oke up

w
ith a pie of shaving cream

 in their
faces! W

hat real ghosts did they look
in the m

orning!

F
inally, the parents then cam

e in
to pick up the kids and eat a delicious
b

ru
n

ch
 p

re
p

a
re

d
 b

y th
e

 B
o

a
rd

 o
f

D
irectors w

hile reliving the m
em

ories
from

 the w
eekend.

It w
as a very m

em
orable w

eekend.
N

ow
, I am

 only w
aiting for tim

e to fly
and take m

e to A
A

A
 Y

outh C
am

p 2007.

A
graw

al S
am

ellan P
hoto B

ooth
A

t this year’s S
am

ellan, everyone, young and old, fam
ily and friends,

lined up to have their photo taken at the P
hoto B

ooth.  Y
ou’ll never see

your fellow
 A

graw
al’s the sam

e w
ay again:

S
ee all the photographs online at: http://tinyurl.com

/yw
vm

ga


